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Entry to the hotel (Photo courtesy Duetorrihotels)

The Grand Hotel Majestic “già Baglioni” is the oldest and most
prestigious luxury hotel in Bologna, and it’s as perfect as it gets.
We’ve visited Bologna many times before, as it is one of our favorite cities in
Italy. Located in the Emilia Romagna region, the city exudes many of the
artistic, architectural, culinary and cultural charms that make Italy such a
popular tourist destination without the hoards of visitors and long queues that
characterize cities like Florence, Rome and Milan.
Bologna boasts one of the bestpreserved city centers in all of Europe. Here,
visitors can truly experience the continuity of the Italian lifestyle that has existed
for centuries in way that isn’t possible in many other places.
During prior visits, we’ve stayed at several hotels in the city center and even
rented an apartment overlooking the main square. However, this time we were
staying for a long weekend before a road trip with two other couples and opted
to book three rooms at the Grand Hotel Majestic “già Baglioni,” the only five
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star hotel in the city. This magnificent hotel deserves every one of its stars and
more.

Precursor to the throwaway electronic key card

A convenient location steeped in history
The hotel is located on Via Indipendenza, a busy shopping street in the historic
heart of the city. Its entrance is directly across the street from the Cathedral of
St. Peter. Destroyed by a fire in 1141, most parts of the restored cathedral date
back to the 17th century.
With a rich history of its own, the hotel is housed in an elegant palazzo
designed by Alfonso Torreggiani, an Italian architect of the Rococo period. The
building was first built as a seminary, commissioned by Pope Benedict XIV in
1732, and was converted to a hotel in 1912.
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View of the elegant hotel lobby

From the hotel, it is only a short walk to the Piazza Maggiore, the virtual living
room and center of life in Bologna. The square houses the most important city
buildings (financial, religious, cultural and governmental) as well as the
impressive Basilica of San Petronio, the fifth largest church in the world. From
here, visitors can wander the city’s winding cobblestone streets that span out
from it like the spokes of a wheel. The hotel is within easy walking distance of
the city’s famous Two Towers (Due Torri), ancient shops of the Quadrilatero,
museums and the train station.
Our room
This boutique property has 109 rooms and suites. We stayed in room 216, on
the second floor of the fourstory building overlooking the cathedral and
rooftops. Soundproof windows buffered any street noise.
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View of the Cathedral of St. Peter from our room

Another view of the Cathedral architecture

Our deluxe room had a king size bed with a Murano glass chandelier hanging
from the high ceiling overhead.
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Our deluxe room

The tastefully decorated and very comfortable room was furnished with a mix of
antiques and classical reproduction pieces. It offered all the modern luxuries
and conveniences one could ask for, including a flatscreen TV, highspeed
internet connection, inroom safe and Carrara marble bathroom with stall
shower.
The room was immaculately clean with twicedaily housekeeping that reliably
replenished the plush white towels and complimentary bottled water. At night,
my husband found his pajamas placed at the end of the ubercomfortable bed.
They looked so carefully folded that we thought they might have been ironed.
At turndown, the maid left a Majani chocolate on each pillow, wrapped in a silk
pouch that could be reused to hold jewelry. (Housed in Bologna, the
chocolatier is famed for producing the first solid piece of chocolate in Italy.)
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